
Working together, the diocese’s 

Department of Education and the 

Morning Star Initiative team (see 

morningstarinitiative.org) found 

a solution: the Curriculum Leads 

program, which allows teachers to 

pool resources and share expertise 

with other grade-level and subject-area teachers from 

Catholic schools around the diocese. The program 

empowers strong teachers and builds a community of 

support for teachers at every grade level and subject. 

Its efforts have been met with positive feedback from 

teachers, parents and students.

In addition to participating in the Curriculum Leads 

program, individual schools also found solutions to 

the unique challenges of their school community.

For St. John Paul II Regional School in Riverhead, 

“one of the biggest challenges of remote learning was 

preparing the teachers and students to switch from 

As the coronavirus pandemic closed elementary school buildings 
in the Diocese of Rockville Centre in March, principals and 

teachers faced a significant challenge: How could they engage 
students through remote learning from home?
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traditional learning inside the 

classroom to running  virtual 

classes in a short period of 

time,” said Principal Abbey 

Swiatkowski. “Additionally, [we 

had to instruct] the teachers 

on how to prepare lessons that 

they typically teach in school 

for Internet delivery.”

Moving classrooms to home 

was also a challenge — some 

teachers needed devices, 

printers and other materials. 

However, the school was able 

to overcome the obstacle.

“Our teachers have had 

extensive professional 

development in blended 

learning since the beginning 

of last year,” Swiatkowski 

said. “Blended learning is 

using a mixture of devices and traditional brick-

and-mortar instruction. When we were asked to 

create a remote learning plan, we immediately 

went into action.”

First, the school’s STREAM (science, technology, 

reading, engineering, arts and math) teacher, Jacklyn 

Paoli, worked with the teachers to set up Google 

Meets for their classes. In turn, the teachers showed 

their students how to use the technology. 

“All students at our school are one-to-one with 

devices,” Swiatkowski said. “We surveyed the parents 

on who would need a device and sent devices home 

ahead of time in order to be prepared. Our teachers 

were surveyed and anyone who needed supplies were 

lent printers and devices.”

Paoli and the school’s director of student services 

conducted live webinars for parents, teaching them 

how to use applications such as Zoom, Google Meets 

and iReady. Also, the faculty met twice per week to 

discuss successes and possible improvements.

The result: “Parents at SJPII Regional are extremely 

happy with our remote learning instruction,” 

Swiatkowski said. “We made sure our delivery was 

age appropriate and all parents 

had the resources needed in 

order for their children to learn 

properly from home. Throughout 

the entire process, our parents 

were continuously updated and 

informed of our plans and what 

to expect week to week.”

Mary Eads, a parent of a 

seventh-grader at the school, 

recalled how she received a call 

on March 13 that school buildings 

were closed but started remote 

learning that same day.

“Since day one our teachers have been dedicated 

and have gone beyond their roles to make sure our 

children felt a sense of normalcy,” she said. “The staff 

had redirected all their lessons to accommodate 

the new way of learning. Our principal greets our 

children every day with prayer and asks all the 

children if they are OK. As parents we have never 

been so blessed to have St. John Paul II Regional 

School as part of our extended family.”

“Since day one 
our teachers 
have been 
dedicated 
and have 
gone beyond 
their roles to 
make sure 
our children 
felt a sense of 
normalcy,”

— Abbey 
Swiatkowski, 
Principal, St. 
John Paul II 
Regional School.

SJPII Regional 
School Parent 
Mary Eads with 
son, James who 
will be entering 
Eighth grade.
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